166	ECCE HOMO.
of drawing up, after the example of previous legistators, a
list of actions prescribed, allowed, and prohibited, to give
his disciples a universal test by which they might dis-
cover what it was right and what it was wrong to do.
Now as the difficulty of discovering what is right arises
commonly from the prevalence of self-interest in our
minds, and as we commonly behave rightly to anyone for
whom we feel aSection or sympathy, Christ considered
that he who could feel sympathy for all would behave
rightly to all. But how to give to the meagre and
narrow hearts of men such enlargement ? How to make
them capable of a universal sympathy ? Christ believed
it possible to bind men to their kind, but on one condi-
tion—that they were first bound fast to himself. He stood
forth as the representative of men, he identified himself
with the cause and with the interests of all human beings,
he was destined, as he began before long obscurely to
intimate, to lay down his life for them. Few of us
sympathize originally and directly with this devotion;
few of us can perceive in human nature itself any merit
sufficient to evoke it. But it is not so hard to love and
venerate him who felt it. So vast a passion of love, a
devotion so comprehensive, elevated, deliberate and pro-
found, has not elsewhere been in any degree approached
save by some of his imitators. And as love provokes l9ye,
many have found it possible to conceive for Christ an
attachment the closeness of which no words can describe,
a veneration so possessing and absorbing the man within
them, that they have said, c I live no more, but Christ
lives in me/ Now such a feeling carries with it of ne-
cessity the feeling of love for all human beings. It
matters no longer what quality men may exhibit;

